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and destiny of the self or soul, considered
under aspects that are not absolute or divine,
and which are therefore nearer to similar
speculations in European metaphysic, e.g.,
that the self or soul is finite, or infinite, is
material or immaterial, happy or miserable
after death, self-made or made by another,
eternal or not eternal. These various hypo-
theses are catalogued several times in the
Sutta-Pitaka,1 or are singly dealt with,2 as so
many futile, unprofitable forms of intellectual
dalliance. One feature in which they differ
from Western theories, is that we never meet
with hypotheses respecting " souls" or
" selves," and their inter-relations, as is the
case, for instance, in Leibnitz:5 s theory of
monads. They are concerned with " soul."
Speculation of this sort is met with chiefly
in the mouths of members of itinerant religious
fraternities, of whom there were many when
Buddhism arose. They foregathered in park
and meeting-hall, discussing such themes with
much free speech, seeking truth and salvation
in their own way. But it was a strained,
unhealthy condition of thought, and the
inevitable reaction against all this sort of
animistic speculation, whether pantheistic
or individualistic, was constituted by the
standpoint taken up by one such itinerant
fraternity, to wit that of the Sakya-sons, as
they were called, or as we say, the Buddhists.

1 E.g. Dialogues of the BuddJuz, i. 41-53.
1 E.g. Majjhima-Nikaya, ii, 32-7.